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PARISHIONERS. 


MY DEAR FRIENDS, 


EVER ſince the care of your ſouls was com- 


mitted to me, it has been my conſtant ſtudy 
and endeavour faithfully to diſcharge this molt 
important truſt, I came amongſt you with the 
moſt earneſt defires of promoting your ſpiritual 
welfare, and I ſhould greatly rejoice to ſee & this 
fruit of my labour. But I cannot help feeling 
much anxiety and diſtreſs of mind, when Llook 
over the pariſh and conſider the ſtate of religion 
amongſt us. It muſt be manifeſt to the moſt ſu- 
perficial obſerver that the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which we profeſs to believe, is far from having a 
general influence. The open profaneneſs and 
daring impiety of ſome; the groſs ignorance of 
others in the very firſt principles of Chriſtianity ; 
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the backwardneſs of many to attend the preach- 
ing of God's Word; and the ungenerous pre- 
judices, with which others ſtop their ears againſt 
it; cannot but be very diſtreſſing to thoſe who 
have any loye for God, any concern for the ſal- 
vation of immortal fouls. 

The Miniſters of Chriſt, to whom the care of 
Souls is committed, ought, in a particular man- 
ner, to be affected with theſe things. Nor are 
we merely to lament them in private, but, as far 
as we have opportunity, eſpecially in the place 
where the Providence of God has appointed us, 
we are to bear our public teſtimony againſt them. 
The Watchman is inexcufable “ if he ſee the 
ſword come upon the land, and blow not the 
trumpet, and the people be not warned *.”” We 
muſt therefore “ be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all lon 


ſuffering and doctrine; warning every man, and 


teaching every manb.“ 

F ſhould r-joice to have an opportunity of con- 
verſing with each perſon in the Pariſh: but this 
it would be difficult, perhaps in preſent circum- 
ſtances impoſſible, to obtain. Many, I have 
reaſon to fear, would be no better inclined to- 
receive me at their own houſes, than they are to 


attend at the Church. I beg leave, therefore, 


to addreſs you from the preſs; and I earneftly 


intreat that God, in whoſe hands are the hearts 


of all men, that, while you are reading this pa- 
per, he would remove the prejudices, you may 
have entertained azainft the truth, and excite 
you to that moſt important enquiry ;—Have you 


„ Peck. x; il. 6, 2 Tira, iv. 2. Col, i. 28. 
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truly received the Goſpel of Chriſt ? or are you 
living, as becomes it? 

I would hope, that none of you will reject 
this Addreſs without giving it a ſerious peruſal]. 
« Confider what I ſay, and for once, at leaſt, hear 
me with candour and attention. I wiſh to con- 
vince you, what I ſolemnly declare, - that I am 
not contending for a Party. I love the princi- 
ples, and wiſh to promote the intereſts, of that 
Church, of which I am a Miniſter ; and my chief 
concern is with thoſe who are its profeſſed Mem- 
bers. Many are very ready to cry out, © The 
Church is in danger,“ who are, I fear, totall 
ignorant, or rather violent oppoſers of thoſe 
Doctrines, which are interwoven into every part 
'of our ſervice, and on which the whole of our 
ecclefiaſtical conſtitution is founded. Such are 
theſe ; — that, as we are all «© born in fin, and 
the children of wrath,” there is a neceſſity for 
us to experience © a death unto fin, and a new 
birth unto righteouſneſs * ;*””—that “ our good 
works cannot put away our fins, and endure the 
ſeverity of God's Judgment® ;” and, indeed, that 
« we have no power to do good works, pleaſant 
and acceptable to God, without the grace of God, 
by Chritt, preventing us that we may have a good 
will, and working with us when we have that 
good will ©;*—that „our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
both God and Man, ſuffered death upon the 
Croſs for our redemption, and made there (by 
his one oblation of himſeif once offered) a full, 


perfect, and ſufficient fac.ihce for the fins of the 


a Catechiſm, Eph. ii. 3. Rom. vi. 11, John ili. 3. 
d Art. xii. Rom. iii. 20. 
* Art. 4. John xv, 5. Phil. ii. 13. 
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whole world*;”—that © we are accounted righ- 
teous before God, only for the merit of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by faith, and not for 
our own works and deſervings®;” that yet we 
give no encouragement to fin, ſince we add, — 
that “ good works are the fruits of faith, and 
follow after juſtification; and that by them a 
lively faith may be as evidently known, as a tree 
diſcerned by the fruit*,”” 
Theſe are the principal doctrines, which I deſire 4 4 
to maintain and inculcate amongſt you. I conſi- It - 
der them indeed as the foundation, not only of our 
own Church, but of the whole ſyſtem of Chriſti- 
anity. There was a time, when, to the glory 
of our Church, they were conſtantly heard from : | 
our Pens and therefore they W not to be | 
reproached as novel ſentiments, would ob- p 
ſerve alſo, that, by ſuch preaching, the intereſts j 
of morality and real holineſs are moſt effectu- 
ally ſecured. For th ſe are not merely ſpecu- _ 
lative opinions, but of a practical tendency. milk 
Wherever they are faithfully enforced, God will ti 
give his bleffing; and we dare confidently ap- | 
peal to facts, that careleſs finners are hereby 
awakened to a ſerious concern for their fouls; 
many of very profligate characters are reformed; _ 
the houſe of God is crowded, and his ordinances 
attended with true fervency of devotion. You 
yourſelves are witnefles to theſe things, and, how- 
ever you may be diſpoſed to miſrepreſent or ridi- pn ; ® 
cule them, you cannot but own, that many are 
hereby become abundantly more uſeful members | 
of ſociety, as well as more zealous adyocates for 
| religion. 
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In adependance therefore on the divine qe 
which alone © giveth the increaſe,” I would 
make theſe grand and peculiar doctrines of Chriſ- 
tianity the conſtant ſubject of my preaching 
amongſt you. This is the important meſſage, 
with which I defire to addreſs you, (would to 
God I might be permitted to deliver it to you 
all !) that by fin you have deſtroyed yourſelves, 
but that God has © laid help upon One that is 
mighty,“ and that there is a free and full ſalvation 
for periſhing ſinners, in Jeſus Chriſt, to be re- 
ceived through faith in his name. I would there- 
fore call to you with an earneſt importunity, 
« Be ye ſaved from this untoward generation; I 
pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to 
God.” O! why ſhould you be unwilling to 
receive a meſſage fo full of conſolation ? y 
be averſe to liften to one, who comes to you 
upon an embaſſy of love, and wiſhes to promote 

our preſent as well as everlaſting happineſs ? 
Let me intreat you at leaſt to receive my Ad- 
dreſs in good part, and examine if it does not 
contain a word in ſeaſon to your reſpective caſes, 
I ſpeak, | 155 

I. To thoſe who abſent themſelves from the 
ſtated ordinances of the Church. Theſe are 
indeed of various charagters, and their abſence 
may proceed from different cauſes. I ſhall men- 
tion only two: 

1. You may refuſe to attend from real diſlike 
to the doctrines preached, or from certain pre- 
judices you may have raſhly taken up againſt 
them. I know this is the cafe with ſome per- 
ſons, who are free to declare their minds, Jei 
be ſo with you, I would addreſs you, not in a 

| ſpirit 
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ſpirit of reſentment, as if you had done any in- 


jury to me, but of love and meekneſs. I wiſh 
to labour for peace. Whatever offence you 
may have taken, I aſſure you, that I would not 
willingly offend the meaneſt perſon in the pariſh. 
I would convince you, that my unfeigned defire 
is to “ watch for your ſouls, as one that muſt 
give account“. © Not that I would have do- 
minion over your faith®,” to impoſe my own 
ſentiments upon you; for as far as the doctrine 
is merely mine, you are at full liberty to reject 
and deſpiſe it. But have you really examined, 
with all that ſeriouſneſs and diligence, which be- 
comes an enquiry of ſuch importance, whether 
it is not agreeable to the word of God?—Or 
have you not rather taken up your objections 
from others? Has not a name of reproach, which 
is commonly affixed to thoſe, who are zealous 
of Religion, deterred you from attending? May 
I not aſk then, Is this candour? Is it common 
Juſtice, to condemn what you have not heard ? 
— Or, if you have heard at all, have you not run 
away with ſingle expreſſions, or detached parts 
of 1 Many of our oppoſers, at leaſt, 
have brought their moſt formidable charges on 
no better ground. But how unfair is f 

conduct? If this were allowable, you might 
eaſily make the holy ſcripture itſelf to ſpeak the 
moſt horrid blaſphemy. No wonder, then, you 
are offended, if you will judge ſo haſtily, and not 
conſider one Wan or poſition in connection 
with another. Why are you unwilling to hear 
again? Are you ſure, you did not miſunder- 
ſtand? Perhaps a more frequent attendance might 


» Heb. xiii. 27. ds Cor. 1 34. © 
* remove 


uch a 
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God. 
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remove your objections.— Or, ſuppoſmg that you 
really differ in ſentiments of religion, you will 


grant that poffibly you may be wrong, Do not 


condemn other opinions, till you have ſerioufſy 
examined whether your own be right. Have 
you ſtudied the Scriptures, with earneſt prayer 
to God to be directed by his Spirit? If not, 


| pw are very improper judges upon the ſubject. 


hatever be your notions, it is highly probable 
you are ignorant of the truth of God, Inaſ- 
much as we cannot know the things of the Spi- 
rit, without a fpiritual difcernment®, prayer is, 
m the firſt place, neceflary to obtain- a right 
judgment of them, Before, therefore, 7 de- 
termine to ſtop your ears againſt your Miniſter 
go and earneftly intreat the Lord, that “ the 
eyes of your underſtanding being enlightened, 
may know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
„.“ You may put off theſe things with a 
laugh and a ſneer, and brand them with what 
ignominious name you pleaſe, This will be no 
argument, I will not ſay of religion, but even 
of good ſenſe, or gõdd manners. I would warn 
you alſo, that you cannot ſo put off the awful 


concerns of Death, Judgment, and Eternity! 


However you may now refuſe to liſten to your 
Minifter, there is a time coming when God will 
be heard, and it becomes you to conſider, how 
you will anſwer to Him, for the eentempt thus 
put upon his word. | 
May I not aſk, Is not pride, and the love of 
ſin, the ground of many of your objeQtions ? 
Have you not been offended, becauſe fo little 
compliment is paid to your own fancied excel- 


% Cor. tl, 14. b Eph. i. 18. John vi. 8 
ence, 
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lence, or ſo little indulgence allowed in the fa- 
ſhionable pleaſures of the world ?—In this re- 
ſpect, I have only to ſay, that we are not at liberty 
to pleaſe our hearers: For if I yet pleaſed men, 
I ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt*.” What 
appears to us to be the will of God concerning 
— we are on no conſideration to keep back, 
ut faithfully to declare it unto you, „whether 
you will hear, or whether you will forbear v.“ 
It might be ſufficient to give this general reply 
to ſuch as are diſpoſed to find fault, and refer them 
« to the Law and to the "Teſtimony <.” It would 
be endleſs alſo to anſwer to every unreaſonable 
accuſation. Yet it may, perhaps, be uſeful.to con- 
ſider the objections, which are moſt frequently 
urged. It is not expected, that all will be hereby 
convinced: if any are put to ſilence, it will not 
be in vain. | 

Some complain, that Morality is. not incul- 
cated, They like not to hear ſo much of faith 
in Chriſt, and regeneration by the Spirit. —< It 
will be fufficient,” ſay they, to inſtruct our 
people to be ſober and honeſt 
as they wiſh to be treated.” 

I anſwer, We muſt preach to our Congre- 
gations not merely as men, but as ſinners alſo— 
as ſinners liable to the wrath of a juſt and holy 
God; —as ſinners, who muſt certainly periſh, 
{ not withſtanding all their boaſted Morality) un- 

eſs they believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And 
„ how ſhall they believe in Him, of whom they 
have not heard?“ 


To explain and enforce the duties of Morality, 


is an important and neceſſary part of our office; 
Gal. i. 10. b Ezcks ii. 7. 
IIa. vii. 20. d Rom. x. 14. 

but 


„and to treat others 
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but ſurely the Miniſter of Chriſt muſt do more. 
It was, indeed, the whole that the wiſeſt heathen 
Philoſopher could do; and ſuch inſtructions 
might be very well for an heathen audience in 
ce the times of ignorance.” But the great buſi- 
neſs of a Miniſter of the Goſpel is to proclaim 
the glad tidings of ſalvation to ſinners, © to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and the acceptable 
year of the Lord *.” The Apoſtles, we are told, 
« ceaſed not to teach and preach Jeſus Chriſt; 
though they were ſtraitly commanded not to 
you at all, or teach in the name of Jeſus®,” 

here are, indeed, in their writings, many pre- 
cepts of Morality; and thoſe are greatly improved 
and ſtrongly enforced by arguments, which reve- 
lation alone diſcovers.—Yet the great ſubject of 
their preaching was © Chriſt crucified,” not- 
withſtanding it was to the ſelf-righteous Jews 
a ſtumbling-block; and to the polite Greeks, 
fooliſhneſs*. 

Should the Preacher confine himſelf chiefly to 
what is called Morality, (in which men generally 
include only the duties of the ſecond table, utterly 
diſregarding all obligations to God) he would 
undoubtedly lead the people to a contempt of 
Chriſt; whoſe character, offices, and undertaking 
for ſinners, they would hear ſo ſlightly treated, — 
And it is manifeſt, that this is always the effect, 
where nothing but a ſuperficial morality is in- 
ſiſted on; Chriſt is made but of little account; 
the formaliſt is flattered in his pride, as if his 


works were a ſufficient title to Heaven; and yet 


the purpoſes of morality are not anſwered by it; 
none are awakened to a ſenſe of their ſinful and 


® Luke iv. 18, 19. Ads iv. 18.—v. 42. 
© 1 Cor, i. 23. 


dangerous 
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dangerous condition; and feldom is even any out- 
ward reformation produced. | 
The grand: enquiry is, How ſhall Man be 
juſt with God*?” Haw ſhall a guilty ſinner ob- 
tain- reconciliation here, and the hopes of Glory 
hereafter ? This furely, as being a matter of the 
importance poſfible to every one of our 
rers, ought to engage the chief part of our 
eaching. I have therefore determined with 
e Apoſtle, I think on good ground, not to 
know any thing among you, fave Jeſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified v.“ It is the prineipal object of 
2. miniſter of Chriſt, to introduce you to an ac- 
5 with Him, in whom alone we have 
edemption through his blood*,” When you 
e attained this knowledge of Chriſt, you will 
nat dare to neglect Morality. You will then ſee 
your obligations, in the ſtrongeſt light, to prac- 
tiſe every moral and religious duty. And, if you 
are candid hearers, you will bear me witneſs, that 
I conftantly endeavour to excite you to a holy 
conduct upon Chriſtian principles, as well as ex- 
hort you to believe in the goſpel for the remiſſion 
af ſins.—“ The grace of God, which bringeth 
ſalvatien, will teach you to deny Ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly, in this preſent world!.“ 


Yet many will object, that we depreciate good 


works. If to maintain that they cannot juſtify 
us in the ſight of God, be to depreciate them, 
J freely allow the objection in its full force. I 
dare not flatter you, that your obedience (be it 
in your opinion ever ſo perfect) will exempt you 
fram the-penalty due to the many fins you have 
* Job ix. 2. > x'Cor. ii. a. © Eph. i. 7. 
2 Titus ii. 12. . ; 
committed, 
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committed. The juſtice of God Mil hangs over 
you. If you preſume upon mercy, remember 
that mercy is a favour, the free gift of God; 
not to be demanded by you on what terms you 
pleaſe; but to be accepted thankfully, - as God 
has thought proper to offer it, only through Jeſus - 
Chriſt.-But will any one ſay, that good works 
are not maintained? I am ſure they muſt be ver 
unfair hearers, who bring ſuch objections. I 
have ſcarcely ever preached a ſermon, in which 
the practice of holineſs was not, in ſome part or 
other, earneſtly enforced. Nay, is it not evident, 
that it 1s — much more earneſtly than 
many perſons like to hear, when they complain 
that we are too ſtrict, and carry things too far? 
—[ am fully perſuaded, that & without holine& . 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord“; and would therefore 
conſtantly and by every ſcriptural argument inſiſt 
on the neceſſity of good works. | would only 
put them in their proper place, as fallowing after, 
=” not procuring, our juſtification, as the conſtant 
fruit of a lively faith in Chriſt, and proceeding 
from the grace of God renewing and ſanctifyin 
the ſoul. This, I apprehend, is the view in whic 
the Scripture repreſents them b. | 
4 Some object to the earneſtneſs and ſeverity of 
1 the preaching. When we conſider the awful 

1 ſituation of our hearers, who are ſtanding on 
the brink of Eternity, many of them we may fear 

in an unpardoned ſtate, and yet ignorant of, and 

%. unconcerned about, their danger: Who will not 
allow, that there is need of plain dealing ; that we 
ſhould © cry aloud, and ſpare not ©?**—We dare 


" Heb, xil. 14. © Tit. ii. 14.—ill. 8. © Ifas Iviii. Is 
B not 


* . 
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not cry peace Peace | when we cannot but ap- 
prehend, that to many there is no peace. Would 
it be better to ſuffer ſinners to ſleep on in their 
ſecurity, and never diſturb them with the Fears of 
Damnation? No, Sirs! a matter of ſuch un- 
ſpeakable importance, that & the wicked ſhall go 
away into everlaſting puniſhment?,” I dare not 
coriceal. It is required in Stewards that a man 
be found faithful, and therefore, whatever be 
the conſequence, I muſt “ not ſhun to declare 
unto you all the counſel of God.“ Where 
this is done, and with that plainneſs and ſimpli- 
city of language which becomes a preacher of 
the Goſpel, no doubt many will be diſturbed. 
And where will be the harm, if the ſame effect 
follow, as did the A poſtle's preaching, when three 
thouſand were pricked in their hearts, and cried 


- out, „Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do?“ 
— Would to God, we could fee mo careleſs ſin- 


ner alarmed in that manner —“ But is not this 
driving them to deſpair ?*”—No, by no means. 
For do we not alſo declare unto you glad tidings, 
and comfort all that mourn ? Do we not encou- 

e you, by every argument, to rejoice in 


Chrif Jeſus, as being “ able to fave unto the 


uttermoſt ©?” God forbid we ſhould deter you 
from his ſervice “ His ways are ways of plea- 
ſantneſs, and all his paths are peace *.” Though 
you be at called to “ ſow in tears, 
this diſtreſs is not for religion, but for ſin; — and, 
in a little time, if you faint not, you ſhall © reap 


in joys.” 
Mat. xxv. 46. d 1 Cor. iv. 2. Acts xx. 27. 
4 Acts ii. 37. © Heb, viie 25. Prov. iii. 17. 


1 Pfal. cxxvi· 5. 


Others 
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Others are afraid, that the preaching contended 
for is not ᷑onformable to the Church or that it 
will promote diviſions, What the Church is, 
muſt be determined by the Liturgy, Articles, and 
-Homilies. But who, that is acquainted with 
theſe, will raiſe the objection? — That fome ex- 
cellent men, who ſeparate from our communion, 
maintain the ſame ſentiments, is ſurely no proof 
that theſe are not the principles of our own eccle- 
ſiaſtical conſtitution, or that they tend to encou- 
rage ſchiſm. And is it not very unfair to load 
thoſe with names of reproach, who defire to be 
regular and conſiſtent as Miniſters of the Church? 
—Or why ſhould it be thought, that we promote 
diviſions, when we conſtantly refer you to your 
-own profeſſed principles ? If you love the eſta- 
bliſhed religion, you muſt love its doctrines. 
Theſe, I apprehend, conſtitute its excellence and 
glory, more than its forms and ceremonies. But 
if your objections lie againſt the doctrines, be not 
offended that they are preached by thoſe, who 
have ſolemnly ſubſcribed them. To be conſiſtent 
you muſt renounce the Church ; or elſe you can- 


not ſpeak againſt them, For while our articles 


and liturgy remain, your mouth ſhould be 
ſtopped. * 
Others again abſent themſelves, becauſe fer 
beſides the poor and ignorant attend. This ob- 
jection is abſurd indeed; and yet it is ſtran 
w much it has always prevailed. I would aſl, 


then, Would you have the lower orders of peo- 


ple excluded from our churches ? You ought ra- 

ther to rejoice, that any of them diſcover a ſerious 

regard to God's word, and a concern for their 

ſouls ; and you ſhould by glad to encourage them 
2 


by 
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by your influence and example, If you are 
placed in a higher rank, it reſts upon you to re- 
move this objection, by giving your conſtant at- 
tendance. But are you unwilling to join even in 
divine wprſhip, except with the rich and the po- 
lite? are they always the beſt judges in reli- 
gion? Vou might on this ground have rejected 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles.— The queſtion was aſked 
of old; &“ Have any of the Rulers or Phariſees 
believed on him? -O, Sirs! remember that all 
outward diſtinctions will ſoon be at an end; and 
the poor have at leaſt as fair a proſpect of heaven, 
as their opulent and contemptuous neighbours. 
Their ſouls are as precious in the ſight of 
God, as yours: And you have need to fear, leſt, 
while you deſpiſe them, your riches or your un- 
derftanding ſhould prove a ſnare and a curſe to 
you, 

Some other objections of leſs conſequence have 
been urged. Various reports, which are inju- 
rious to the character of your miniſter, are circu- 
lated. But I am no further concerned about 
them, than as they may affect the intereſts of Re- 
ligion. With me it is a very ſmall thing that 
I ſhould be judged of you, or of man's judg- 
ment.“ I ſtand before a higher tribunal: and 
to that tribunal I would refer you; ſolemnly 

charging you, not to juſtify your contempt of 
the Golpe by any excuſes, which you will be 
afraid to plead at that awful day, when the ſecrets 
of all hearts ſhall be revealed. 

I have hitherto ſpoken to thoſe, who forſake 
their church from a real diſlike to the doctrine 
enforced in it. But | 
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2. The cauſe of your abſence may be an in- 
difference to all Religion. I fear there is no in- 
conſiderable number of ſuch as «care for none 
of theſe things.” They know no diſtinction of 
ſentiments, and they care not what the preachin 

be, for they diſregard it as an uſeleſs thing. If 
you, Reader, are of this character, let me requeſt 
your ſerious attention a few moments. For what 
end were you ſent into the world? Are you in any 
meaſure anſwering that end? Are you not living 
without God;” as utterly unconcerned about 
him, as if there was no fuch Being? But know 
you not, that you muſt ſhortly appear at his 
Judgment ſeat? And, O! what account will you 
be able to give? Can you expect a favourable 
iſſue in that awful trial, on which your ſtate for 
Eternity depends? What excufe can you offer, 
for days and years trifled away in vanity and fin, 
for opportunities neglected, and faculties abuſed ? 
Will it be ſufficient to ſay, „We thought not of 
theſe things ?”—Alas ! this it is that will condemn 
you.—< We had other things to mind, and had 
no time left for religion.” — You will not dare to 
plead it; for your own conſcience bears witneſs, 
that, with all your engagements, you can find 
time for attending to a thouſand trifles. And is 

God alone to be forgotten and deſpiſed? What 
favour then can you expect from Him, when he 
ſhall come “' in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the 
Goſpel*?”” "The thought of Judgment is probably 
unwelcome to you : you may endeavour to put it 
by, and fly for relief to company and amuſements. 


® 2 Theſſ. i. 8. i 
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But the end will come; whether you will or no, 
you muſt die, you muſt be judged, We, who are 


the watchmen of the Lord, muſt give warn 


ing. We would gladly follow you, and not ſuffer 
you to reſt, till you have found peace with God 
through Jeſus Chriſt, "This very Book comes to 
u as a kind and faithful monitor: Be willin 
to liſten to its advice, and learn what you — 
do to be ſaved. —Attend upon the preaching of 
God's word, which will guide your feet into 
the way of peace,” and teach you, how you may 
look forwards to Death and Judgment, - not only 
without terror, but even with confidence and joy. 


Have you no deſire to be directed in ſuch impor- 


tant concerns? The Lord himſelf is calling to you 
by the mouth of his Miniſters; - and he that defvit. 
eth, deſpiſeth not man but God®*.”” If you-refuſe to 
attend upon his ordinances, how will you anſwer 
it to Him? Do you think that we are too ur- 
gent, or that we inſiſt on an unneceſſary ſtrict- 
neſs? But why ſhould it be allowable to be ear- 
neſt about any thing except Religion? Vou blame 
not thoſe, who are carneſt in the purſuit of 
worldly things. And why ſhould a zeal for God 
and His truth be condemned? Let us, rather, be 
afraid of being almoſt, and not altogether, Chriſ- 
tians! You may ſafely go a little farther, with- 
aut going too far, or being © righteous over- 
much.“ | 


But it is aſked, „Cannot we have good 
thoughts at home?“ — I will not ſay what 


thoughts you can have, when you are living in 
tLe violation of a plain duty. You give little 
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proof, however, that your minds are properly 
diſpoſed, or well employed, if 2 refuſe to hear 
the word, and join in the worſhip of God. But 
you ſtill plead, « We are confined all the week, 
and therefore ought to be allowed a little recre- 


ation on the Sunday. Do you, then, complain 


of the Law as too ſtrict and ſevere, when it ſays 
« Remember the Sabbath- day to keep it holy ?” 
Or do you ſuppoſe, that you are exempted from 
this precept? If the World engroſs ſix days in 
the week, and you give the ſeventh to recreation, 
what portion have you left for God? Or is He 
to be totally forgotten? — You ſhould rather have 
argued, - As we have but little time in the week 
to attend to our beſt concerns, we will diligently 
improve our Sabbath-days, and be afraid of loſing 
any opportunities, we may then have, of inſtruc- 
tion in righteouſneſs. 
Some urge, We have no decent clothes to 
appear in.” — This is a very frequent excuſe with 
the poor: but can you ſuppoſe it will be admitted 
before God ?—Is not pride the foundation of your 
plea; which certainly diſcovers a greater regard 
to men than to God? But conſider; Of how lit- 
tle conſequence is it, what judgment men may 
paſs upon you?—Take care that your want of 
apparel does not proceed from your own idleneſs, 
extravagance, or uncleanlineſs, —and then be not 
diſturbed, if any ſhould ſcorn and deride you. 
This will be their diſgrace, not yours. But the 
true worſhippers of God will be glad to ſee you 
in his houſe, that you may join together in his 
ſervice, however mean your apparel be. And I 
am ſure, if you either fear the anger, or deſire the 
favour of God, no worldly ſhame will deter you. 
What, 
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What, would you rather part with Heaven, than 
be reproached by your fellow-creatures ? 

Others enquire, © Will it not be fufficient for 
us to. attend once on the Lord's day?“ -s the 
ſervice of God then ſo irkſome to you, that you 
wiſh to have as little of it as poſſible? This is in- 
deed a bad fign, and gives us reaſon to fear, that 
you are deſtitute of the love of God. For if the 
deſire of your hearts were towards Him, you would 
aſk, not, how often you might ſafely neglect his 
ſervice, but how often you might be permitted to 
join in it. Why is your preſence at church ne- 
ceſſary, even once? 2 to worſhip the God 
of Heaven, and you conſider yourſelf as bound to 
bear a public teſtimony of your regard to Him. 
You go to be inſtructed in his word, expecting a 
bleſſing for your Souls, in dependance on his pro- 
miſe. And are not theſe reaſons as ftrong for 
your attending twice, where you have opportu- 
nity, as for your attending at all? 


« But buſineſs prevents, or ſome ſcheme of 


eaſure invites.” —In this, I believe, you acknow- 
edge the truth, But is it what you would at- 
tempt to vindicate, before either God or man? 
Is it right to dedicate the Lord's day, or any part 
of it, to worldly occupations or amuſements? I 
ſolemnly teſtify againft fuch an abuſe and pro- 
fanation of that ſacred ſeaſon. How will you re- 
concile it with the expreſs command of God, © to 
turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing 
thy pleaſure on his Holy Day; to call the Sab- 
bath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable, 


and to honour him,—not doing thine own ways, 


nor 
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nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine 


own words*?”” Ah! what accumulated guilt lies 
upon you, for your violation of this precept, and 
your neglect of valuable opportunities, which are 
now irrecoverably loſt ! | 

You will obſerve, I reckon ſuch as attend but 
once on the Lord's day, in the ſame claſs with 
thoſe, who are totally unconcerned about reli- 
gion. A real heartfelt concern for the ſalvation of 
your ſouls, would make you conſtant at public 
worſhip. You would be afraid, leſt in your ab- 
ſence you ſhould miſs thofe diſcourſes which are 


moſt ſuitable to your caſe, and might prove a pe- 


II. The ſecond part of my addreſs is to thoſe, 
who frequent the ſtated ordinances of the Church. 
There is the leſs need for this kind of applica- 
tion, becauſe I have ſo many opportunities of 
ſpeaking to you from the pulpit. But it may not 


be unſuitable for each one of you, to read a word 


of exbortation in private, which may remind you 
of what you hear in public; and, perhaps, this 
little book may admoniſh you and your children, 
when I am ſilent in the grave. | 
| I rejoice that you diſcover a ſerious attention 
to the word of God, and J earneſtly pray, that the 
near relation, which has now taken place between 
us, may be to the mutual joy both of you and me, 
And yet, my dear Brethren, 1 dare not conclude, 
merely from your preſence in the 9 
that you are in a good or a ſafe ſtate. There are 
perſons of various characters, even among our 
ſtated hearers, whom it may be neceſſary to exhort 
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8 3+ 4 


—— — — — — — — 


to ſpeak evil of you. 


22 A MINISTER ADDRESS 


and reprove. I ſhall ſpeak particularly to three 


ſorts. 
1. To thoſe who have the power as well as 


the form of Godlineſs. Vou “ know the joyful 


ſound®*,” and nothing elſe will ſatisfy your hearts. 
You approve of and rejoice in the doctrines of 
grace, « eſteeming them more than your ne- 
ceſſary food®;” and you are therefore thankful 
for your frequent opportunities of hearing the 
glad tidings of Salvation proclaimed. I ſolemnly 
call upon you to ſhew to the world, © that * wg 
receive not the grace of God in vain®,” The 
honour of the Goſpel reſts with you. That 
the word of God be not blaſphemed; that ye 
may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in 


all things :“ What forcible arguments are theſe 
for circumſpection and diligence, that you may 


order your converſation in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs]! The eyes of the world are upon you: 


4 they watch for your halting,” and would be 


glad to lay hold on any miſconduct or impru- 
dence in you, that they may bring the profeſſion 
of the Goſpel int6 reproach. Endeavour to diſ- 
appoint them, by giving them no juſt occaſion 

They complain, that your 
religion does not render you better members of 
ſociety than others. Diſprove their charges, and 


by well doing put to ſilence the ignorance of 
fooliſh men? Convince them that you feel 


the power of the Goſpel, as well as underſtand 


its doctrines, and that your prineiples have a 


ſanctifying influence on your tempers and af- 


„ Pf, Ixxxix. 1 3. Þ Job. xxiii. 32. © 2 Cor. vi. 1. 
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fections. For this purpoſe you have continual 
need of watchfulneſs, prayer, and ſelf-denial. 
You are received into a fafe and happy ſtate: 

are taken under the care and keeping of Je- 
ſus, the good Shepherd ; in whom you may greatly 
rejoice, as being fully perſuaded, that he will 
keep that which is committed to him.—And 


| yet, compleat as you are in him, he has not ſeen, 


fit to exempt you from preſent difficulties and. 
dangers, You ſtand expoſed to the aſſaults of 
many enemies, the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil.—In the ſtrength of Jeſus, indeed, you 
mall be © more than conquerors;” but unleſs 


you keep your eye fixed upon him, they will 


gain an advantage over you. You mult there- 
fore be exhorted; © watch ye, ſtand faſt in tho 
faith, quit you like men, be ſtrong *.” What- 


ever be your privileges in Chriſt, you have no 


reaſon to be high-minded. Be afraid of fin, 
which will “ bite like a ſerpent, and ſting like 
an adder®.” Knowing your own weakneſs, be 
not forward to run into temptation. © Abſtain 
from all appearance of evil<©.” In particular, 
keep a ſtrict watch over your own tempers, 
from which, probably, will ariſe your greateſt 
difficulty and danger. While you are in the 
body, you will feel “ the fleſh luſting againſt 
the ſpirit ;” but it is your character that you 
« walk not after it,” Let this lead you to ex- 
amine, Is your heart right in the ſight of God ? 
Are your carnal affections by grace ſubdued; 
or do they ſtill bear rule? Remember, the men 
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of the world are narrowly obſerving you; and, 


however miſtaken about doctrines, they are pretty 
pou judges what a man's tempers ought to be. 


onſider then, Are none of you © giving occa- 
fion to the adverſary to ſpeak reproachfully ?“ 
Do you not betray pride, covetouſneſs, love of 
the world, anger, reſentment, and peevifhneſs 
of ſpirit? Are no ſecret fins indulged? Or, is 
all your outward practice, as becomes the Goſ- 
pel? Are you faithful and diligent, as ſtewards 
under God, in improving the talents committed 
to you? Are you labouring to keep “ a con- 
ſcience void of offence,” and to diſcharge the 
reſpective duties of your ſtation, as huſbands and 
wives, parents and children, maſters and ſer- 
vants ? 


I ſolemnly charge the heads of families, who. 


fear God, to maintain religion in their houſes, 
to call together their children and ſervants to 
prayer and to the reading of the ſcriptures daily, 
and to endeavour, at all ſuitable ſeaſons, parti- 
cularly on the Lord's day, to inſtruct them in 
the principles of Chriſtianity. You ſhould be 


the Prieſts of your own houſes; and you will no 


doubt be anſwerable to God for the Souls as 


well as the Bodies of thoſe, who are intruſted to 


your care. Examine, then, Do you underſtand 
the way of ſalvation yourſelves? or elſe, how can 
ou teach it to others? It were a dreadful caſe, 
«if the blind lead the blind. —I entreat you to 
conſider your obligation to this duty, on my 
account as well as yours. I call upon you to- 
ſtrengthen my hands, and to uſe the influence 
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which God has given you for the advancement 
of the Goſpel. For were you all, in your re- 
ſpective families, thus zealous for God, to how 
much better purpoſe might I hope to labour 


amongſt you? 


Yet miſtake not the intent of my exhortation. 
J preſs you to duty, not that you may thereb 
atone for ſin; but that = may glorify God, 
teſtify your love to Chriſt, and give, good evi- 
dence of your faith, O!] dread a lifeleſs, bar- 
ren ſtate, Be not, then, ſatisfied with your pre- 
ſent attainments; but ſeek to grow in grace 
continually; and thus “ preſs towards the mark. 
for the prize of your high- calling in Chriſt Je- 
ſus *.” Beware of ſpiritual pride; and endea- 
vour by meekneſs and love to ſhew the influ- 
ence of your principles, rather than diſpute for 
them. This will be moſt likely to convince 
them that oppoſe you. But a controverſial 
temper will incenſe them, and will be particu- 


larly hurtful to your own fouls : „It will eat as 


doth a canker®,” Be not therefore forward to 
argue with thoſe of other perſuaſions; but ex- 
erciſe the moſt extenſive benevolence towards 
them. Did you thus adorn the Goſpel, as you 
ought, we might hope to ſee it more generally 
received. The Lord grant you may © ſhine as 


lights“ in the midſt of a dark world, “ holding 


forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the 
day of Chriſt, that I have not run in vain, nei- 
ther laboured in vain©!” I would ſpeak more 
briefly, 

2. To thoſe hearers who are awakened to a 
concern for ſalvation, and who have not ob- 


® Phil, ifi. 14. 2 . 17. © Phil, ii, 15, 16. 
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tained any comfortable, well-grounded hope of 
it, —lIt is a matter of joy to ſee you, who were 
once thoughtleſs about God and Eternity, a- 
larmed with a ſenſe of your fin and danger: Not 
that we would rejoice in your diſtreſs ; only as 
it is a token for good. © Godly ſot row work- 
eth repentance to ſalvation not to be repented 
of:” and we know Him that hath ſaid, “ Bleſſed 
are they that mourn, for they ſhall be comfort- 
ed*,” I would therefore exhort you to rejoice 
and give thanks, for that very concern of mind 
which you feel, in hopes that it is the beginning 
of a © good work,” which the Lord “ will per- 
form until the day of Jeſus Chriſt®.” © Let the 
heart of them rejoice, that ſeek the Lord. I 
would comfort you, not by perſuading you to 
think better of yourſelves, or more favourably 
of ſin, but by referring you to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, © who died for the ungodly; the juſt 
for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to God; 
and who is therefore “ able to fave them unto 
the uttermoſt, who come unto God by him*4,” 
In dependance upon his obedience and atone- 
ment, you may approach to God with an hum- 


ble confidence; for He ſtands engaged by his 


own promiſe, that © whoſoever believeth in him, 
ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ 
« But are we not too vile to expect any mer- 


cy? No;—ſo long as it is written, « the blood 


of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin,” and while 
he himſelf gracioufly aſſures you, Him that 


2 2 Cor. vii. 10. Matt. v. 4. Phil. i. 6. 
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cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out ;“ 
it would be highly diſhonourable to him to con- 
clude your caſe 1s deſperate. — you, who 
are diſtreſſed for ſin, have particular encourage- 
ment to apply to him. He invites you, as ex- 
reſsly as if he had mentioned your names, when 

he ſays, „Come unto me, all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you reft*!”? 
O, reje& not ſuch a gracious invitation 
« Whoſoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely<!”? | 

« But we have applied to God in the name of 
« Teſus, and yet have received no comfort. The 
« Lord ſeems to caſt out our prayer, and turn 
&« his mercy from us.” This is the language 
of impatience or unbelief. If you can really de- 
pend on the promiſe, why are you caſt down ? 
It is impoſſible that God ſhould lie. He may 
indeed refuſe to give you an immediate anſwer 
of peace: but “ wait for it;z—it will ſurely 
come, —it will not tarry*.” © Wait on the 
Lord: be of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrength- 
en thine heart; wait, 1 ſay, on the Lord. 
Wait in the diligent uſe of all appointed means. 
Be earneſt, be importunate; and in due time, if 
you faint not, © the God of hope will fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may 
abound in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt .“ My laſt addreſs is, 

3. To thoſe who appear ſatisfied with the out- 
ward form of religion. I fear that many rate 
themſelves high, and entertain hope towards God: 


1 John i. 7. John vi. 37. Matt. xi. 28. 
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merely becauſe they frequent the Church. 1 
would not ſpeak a word to diſcourage your at- 
tendance ; but at the ſame time I would ſolemnly 
and affectionately warn you, that you make not 
this your dependance before God. Be as con- 
ſtant and earneſt as you can in uſing all the means 
of grace; but remember they are only the means; 
examine, I entreat you, if you are really made 
partakers of grace by them] “Not every one that 
ſaith, Lord, Lord, thall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven“. Nor is it ſufficient that you ap- 
prove the doctrines, and recommend the preach- 
ing. But conſider, What is the deſign of this 
ordinance? Not that you ſhould admire the Mi- 
niſter, but that you ſhould be led from fin unto 
God. Is this end anſwered with you? O! fear 
the ſtate of the Hypocrites, who “ draw near to 


God with their mouths, and with their lips do 


honour him, but have removed their heart far 
from him*®!”” Dread the thought of periſhing, 
with the ſound of ſalvation in your ears, and with 


a notion of right doctrines in your heads. No 


deſtruction will be fo dreadful as this. How 
would you bear to ſee many from the fame church 
entering into life, and you yourſelves eternally 
caſt out? Pray God therefore, that you may 
not be © hearers of the word only, but doers of 
it.” For this purpoſe, do not put off the ap- 
plication of the ſermon to others; confider it as 
addreſſed to yourſelves. Come, with earneſt de- 
fires to ſave your fouls, with teachable diſpoſi- 
tions as little children, and with fervent prayer 
to be © guided into all truth.“ Be jealous over 
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„ og and therefore frequently examine, 
o what purpoſe do I hear? Eſpecially be afraid 
of loſing any ſerious impreſſions made upon 
your minds. If you reſiſt your convictions, you 
are fighting againſt God, grieving his holy Spi- 
rit, and provoking him to give you up to hard- 
neſs and impenitence of heart. As you would 
not thus reſolve upon your own miſery, be faith- 
ful to your preſent convictions.“ Then ſhall 
you know, if you follow on to know the Lord*.”? 

To conclude ; the connection between a mi- 
niſter and his people is moſt important; eſpeci- 
ally as the conſequences of it will extend through 
eternity. I wiſh to impreſs this ſolemn conſi- 
deration both upon your heart and my own, that 
we muſt ſhortly ſtand together © at the judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt,” and give up our accounts 
I of my preaching, you of your hearing, How 
inſupportable will be my. condemnation, if the 
blood of ſouls ſhould be required at my hands! 
And will your's be leſs aggravated, if you neglect 
to take warning, and your blood be upon yous 
own heads? 

I beſeech you to ſtrive together in your pray- 


ers to God for me, that I may be enabled ſo ta, 
labour amongſt you, that we may appear toge- 


ther to our mutual rejoicing in the day of the 
ord Jeſus! In the hope of that unſpeakable 
elicity, I remain - 
Your affectionate Friend, 
And Servant in the Goſpel. 


* Hoſ. vi. 3. 
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